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Where we meet: 
Cotswold Area Civil Service 
Sports Association (CACSSA) 
Tewkesbury Road 
Uckington 
Cheltenham 
GL51 9SL 

Welcome to New 
Members: 

Gary Smith. National Observer 
Nick Lewis 
Mattia Corbett 
Andrew Griffin 
Ralph Reader-Sullivan 
Edward Morgan 

Congratulations on 
Passing the Test: 

Chairman’s Chat 
Greetings, I hope that you like the new format newsletter, but 
do feel free to give me some feedback.  We are introducing 
some changes to the way we communicate with you by 
eliminating the use of MailChimp, but retaining the security of 
the way in which emails are circulated. 

Spring is always a time to refresh and feel positive about life, 
and the Group is no exception.  Our Annual General Meeting is 
on 24th of March and I do hope that you will make an effort to 
attend.  We have some new ideas for the coming year, which 
will include some “Drive Out” days to places of interest.  Why 
not team up with other members or bring the family to enjoy a 
chat and some refreshments in a new environment? 

Matt Budrey, our Secretary and Mel Higgins, our Media Editor 
will be standing down from the committee at the AGM and I 
would like to thank them both for their work and influence in 
the Group.  Sue McClung has taken over as Membership 
Secretary and will also act as Group Secretary thus being the 
main point of contact for the Group.   

 I would also like to thank Andrew Bowden for his tremendous 
support as Membership Secretary and for his help to Sue in the 
handover process.  Andrew will remain on the Committee as 
the Data Protection Officer and Resolution Manager. 

Lastly, to those of you waiting to start your course, we are 
working as hard as we can to work through the waiting list and 
will get to you as soon as possible. 

Rod Harrison

Spring Newsletter 2022

Associate Observer

William Bye Colin Hooker
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What’s On…… 
Committee meetings are not shown. 
Check our website for latest information. 
Refreshments are available from the bar at our Group meetings. 
At our Seminars a charge of £4.00 is made for tea/coffee and biscuits on arrival and during the 
break. 

Date Event

24 March Annual General Meeting at CACSSA 19:30 - 21:00

07 May Introduction to Advanced Driving Seminar at 
CACSSA

09:30 - 13:30

21 May Saturday Morning Meet and Drive Out  to 
Classic Motor Hub at Bibury.

10:00 - 13:00

23 July Introduction to Advanced Driving Seminar at 
CACSSA

09:30 - 13:30

27 August Observer Meet and Drive Out 10:00 - 13:00

24 September Saturday Morning Meet and Drive Out. 10:00 - 13:00

27 October Group Meeting - The Science of Being Seen 19:30 - 21:00

24 November Group Meeting - TBD 19:30 - 21:00

Your Committee 
Position Name Email Telephone

Chair Rod Harrison chairman@glosiam.org.uk 07917 851706

Secretary/Membership Sue McClung membership@glosiam.org.uk 07712 302509

Treasurer Richard Lee treasurer@glosiam.org.uk

Chief Observer Robert Pepper coc@glosiam.org.uk

Associate Coordinator Andrew Cook asco@glosiam.org.uk

Data Manager Andrew Bowden

Young Driver 
Ambassador

Michael Bennett youngdriver@glosiam.org.uk

Committee member Jean Sheraton

mailto:chairman@glosiam.org.uk
mailto:membership@glosiam.org.uk
mailto:treasurer@glodiam.org.uk
mailto:coc@glosiam.org.uk
mailto:asco@glosiam.org.uk
mailto:youngdriver@glosiam.org.uk
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Sharing the Road with Cyclists 
As part of changes to The Highway Code, introduced on 29th January 2022, drivers of vehicles that 
can cause the greatest harm in the event of a collision now bear the greatest responsibility. This new 
hierarchy of road users (illustrated below) sees cyclists ranked second alongside horse riders, so 
IAM RoadSmart is on hand to offer expert advice on how best to share the road with cyclists – whilst 
keeping yourself and others safe 

Richard Gladman, Head of Driving 
and Riding Standards at IAM 
RoadSmart, has compiled his top tips 
on how to keep cyclists safe – 
especially as more people will be 
dusting off their helmets and heading 
out for a bike ride as warmer and 
drier weather approaches. 

1.Leave plenty of room A new rule in 
The Highway Code instructs all drivers 
and riders travelling at speeds of up 
to 30mph to leave at least 1.5m, or 
5ft, when overtaking cyclists, and they 
should leave more space at higher 
speeds. It’s always worth leaving more 

room than necessary between you and the cyclist as you never know when you’ll have to 
stop. Give them space and treat 1.5 metres as a minimum. 

2. Look above and beyond If you need to overtake a cyclist, always look beyond them to 
develop your ability to get past. Keeping a distance of at least 1.5 metres width and two or 
three car lengths behind them means an overtake must be well judged. Remember, the 
closer you are, the more nervous the cyclist(s) will be which may result in them becoming 
unbalanced.  

3. Groups of cyclists It is perfectly legal for cyclists to ride side by side on most roads in the 
UK, obviously some common sense needs to be used to work out if and when cyclists need 
to single out to let cars overtake but on the majority of UK roads cycling 2 abreast is allowed. 
Usually, a group of cyclists will shout forward that a car is waiting ("Car Up") and if the road is 
too narrow for the car to pass the group safely while they are two abreast, they should single 
out.   
Be careful when overtaking groups of cyclists and ensure you can see well ahead before 
attempting an overtake. If cyclists are in single file, bear in mind how long you will need to 
overtake them, and how far ahead the road needs to be clear, as you will not be able to filter 
in and out. Bear in mind that cyclists may need to move suddenly to avoid obstacles such as 
potholes and puddles (Highway Code rule 213). Remember, it’s important to be patient.  

4. Being inclusive on our roads Since the pandemic began in 2020, the Government has 
encouraged people to use different means of transport rather than public transport. This has 
meant more people have had a taste of the cycling life so we will experience all types of 
cyclists. They may include those who have just started out, families, people who have not 
been on a bike for years and more experienced cyclists.  As motorists, we need to ensure we 
share the road and adapt our driving to keep vulnerable road users safe.

https://www.highwaycodeuk.co.uk/motorcyclists-and-cyclists.html
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5. Take your time and know the rules When cyclists are going straight ahead at a junction, 
they have priority over traffic waiting to turn into or out of the side road, unless road signs or 
markings indicate otherwise. Drivers should take extra care when entering roundabouts to 
make sure they do not cut across cyclists. 
Don’t lose your temper waiting for a cyclist on the road. Acting irrationally leads to 
unnecessary road rage and accidents that could be easily avoided.  

6. Cyclists may take centre of lane Another new rule in The Highway Code is that cyclists 
should make themselves as visible as possible by riding in the centre of lanes on quiet roads, 
in slower-moving traffic and at the approach to junctions. As part of this new rule, they should 
also keep at least 0.5m from the kerb side on busy roads and should leave 1m when passing 
a parked car. 

7. Dutch Reach 

After parking, check for other road users by 
opening your door using the Dutch Reach 
method.  Check your mirrors and reach 
across with your left hand. This encourages 
you to look over your shoulder and check 
your blind spot to see if it is safe to open the 
door. 

With only a matter of weeks left of winter and 
more people taking up cycling as part of 
their daily routine, sharing the road safely is 
the key to ensuring we all get to enjoy the 

great outdoors.   

Cyclists don’t have a safety shell of metal, seatbelts and airbags around them so the onus has to be 
on the driver to look out for the most vulnerable on our roads. Since The Highway Code was 
updated in January 2022, its vital drivers are aware of the new rules of the road. Giving them a bit 
more time and a lot more space will make life easier for all of us. 

With Thanks to Richard Gladman, IAM RoadSmart



Analysis of Examiners’ Comments 
One of my many jobs as Associate Coordinator is to send a message to associates after they have 
passed the test. This message conveys my congratulations and has their test report attached. 
As the perfect driver doesn’t exist, the report always includes mention of one or more areas 
where the associate’s driving could be further developed.  I thought it might help associates 
preparing for the test if I took twenty test reports at random and analysed the areas for 
development (faults). These are shown in the table below 

*Informa)on Posi)on Speed Gear Accelera)on. The System of Driving 

In top position is the incorrect use of IPSGA. In my experience as an observer, this is one area that 
most associates have trouble grasping and the longer a person has been driving, the longer it 
takes to get used to. It seems to be more likely to be mis-applied when an associate is nervous 
and towards the end of a session when concentration is slipping. A phrase often used by the 
examiners is ‘old habits dying hard’ which relates to changing down through the gears when 
approaching a hazard. The examiners also frequently mention the incorrect sequence, usually 
braking then selecting a gear then braking again. Also, not allowing enough time to complete the 
sequence which can lead to brake gear overlap or harsh braking followed by a rushed gear 
change.  

In second place is what I’ve called inappropriate gear. A fundamental element of advanced 
driving is being at the right speed in the right gear at the right time. Most of the comments about 
the use of gears relate to the incorrect use in IPSGA which I’ve already mentioned but there are 
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FAULT FREQUENCY

Mis-applying IPSGA* 7

Inappropriate gear 6

Signalling 4

Depressing clutch too early/coasting 3

Use of nearside door mirror 3

Smoothness 2

Planning 2

Steering 1

Cutting corners when turning right 1

Creeping forward when queuing 1

Positioning on Bends 1

Not using the parking brake 1

Observation 1

Spoken Thoughts in retrospect 1

Limit Point 1

Speed of approach to hazards 1

Harsh Braking 1



comments about holding on to a lower gear for longer or being in too high a gear for the road 
speed. Good observation will help planning here. For example, if there’s a hill ahead, change 
down before reaching the hill rather than changing down on it and losing engine revs. 

In third place is signalling. Signals should be considered in every situation, if it won’t benefit 
another road user then why signal?  Ambiguous signalling should also be avoided. 

The other faults are infrequent and self-explanatory but when it comes to using mirrors, a 
frequent comment relates to using all three mirrors in order to more effectively manage safe 
space around the vehicle. Always check the nearside mirror before moving off after queuing in 
stationary traffic. 

If you have any questions, I’m sure your observer will be happy to answer them. 

Andrew Cook 

Sorry Mate, My Driver Didn’t See You 
With apologies to the editor, it’s been a few months since my last submission.  Life’s been hectic 
and, whilst I’ve suffered no more assaults by fish-toting schoolchildren (see August 2021 
newsletter), things haven’t been entirely without incident.  Recently I was involved in a vehicular 
near-miss that I thought worthy of a brief missive. 

A friend and I were travelling to a river in deepest Wales for whitewater kayaking.  Boats on the 
roof, he was driving, and I was relaxing in the front passenger seat after an early start.  Well into 
the drive, we happened upon a slightly staggered crossroads, where we would head across the 
perpendicular priority road, wiggle left a bit and continue onwards.  We had a Give Way line on 
our minor road, and the priority road had a dedicated right-turn filter lane into our intended road 
for traffic coming from our right. 

As we approached, we waited for several vehicles going straight along the priority road in both 
directions, but then a car approached from our right, went into the filter lane area, stopped, and 
waved us across.  I had spotted a motorcyclist coming up a reasonable distance behind the car, 
positioned to go straight on through.  I said nothing as ‘my’ driver was competent and I thought 
he would have seen the biker, so I was surprised to feel our car move as my driver pulled out.  
Cue “stop, STOP” from me, he hit the brakes just in time, the motorcyclist gave us a ‘good look’ 
before riding away, the filtering car held back for us to clear the junction, and all parties (I’m sure) 
heaved a sigh of relief. 

As a fairly neutral observer (lowercase ‘o’ on this occasion), I thought afterwards that there had 
been a few ‘warning signs’ and some dodgy motoring: 

• Conditions: early-morning low and dappled light levels meant reduced visibility. 

• Filtering car: what Reg Local would call ‘misplaced courtesy’, not to mention a lack of rear 
observation, though I suspect the driver was just trying to be nice. 

• My driver: insufficient observation and failure to check for approaching hazards and make 
his own decision after being waved across.  Just like the Green Cross Code, look right, left, 
and right again! 

• Motorcyclist’s anticipation: I felt that what happened was anticipatable, picturing the scene 
of a vehicle on a well-marked filter lane sitting stationary with nothing oncoming and a 
vehicle positioned to pull across from a side road.  With that said, things happened 

6



quickly, the motorcyclist was on the priority road, and didn’t deserve an underwear 
change. 

• Me: the unsung hero that helped avoid a crash by having ‘Eyes on Main Beam’, or a 
passenger contributing to conversation that might have affected my driver’s 
concentration?  You decide; human factors are a cruel mistress. 

It all made me think about my own driving and what I would (hopefully) do differently.  I hope it 
spurs some constructive thoughts for you too, and if this article helps avoid any future accidents, 
all the better. 

Safe motoring and best wishes, 

Michael Bennett 

Notes from the Chief Observer 

How are A- and B- roads numbered? 
Numbering for these roads is based on nine 
zones which cover the mainland of Britain, 
numbered 1 to 9. All the roads that start in a 
given zone take the first digit of their route 
number from the number of the zone (so roads in 
the 5-zone include A511, B5203, etc). The zones 
are defined by the roads A1 to A9 and the 
coastline.  
These single-digit A-roads radiate from London 
and Edinburgh, which can be referred to as the 
'hubs' of the network. A1 to A6 radiate clockwise 
from London; A7 to A9 from Edinburgh. The two 
systems align in the Scottish Borders. Each zone 
takes its number from the single-digit A-road on 
its anticlockwise edge. The exception is in Kent 
where the boundary between zones 1 and 2 is 
the river Thames and not the A2. This is to 
prevent a small isolated section of zone 1 falling 
along the opposite bank of the river.  

Who started the numbering 
system? 
In 1914, William Rees Jeffreys, the Secretary of 
the Road Board, set about commissioning the 
traffic surveys that would later allow the road 
network to be classified. The initial purpose of 
this work was to identify a hierarchy of roads in 

order to prioritise funding for maintenance. The proposals included assigning reference numbers 
to the roads so that they could be identified. This work was quickly halted by the start of the First 
World War. Sir Henry Maybury restarted the work in 1920 as Director-General of Roads in the 
brand new Ministry of Transport, having been Chief Engineer of the Road Board when the 
original surveys were started. Under the MoT it was realised that the numbers would be useful for 
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navigation and the decision was taken to make them public. Provisional numbers were allocated 
within a year, and the final numbering scheme arrived in 1922-23. It is essentially the same system 
we use today. 

Information culled from the Society for All British Road Enthusiasts (SABRE) 

Robert Pepper
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Can you help please? 
Can you assist on our stand at our 
shows this year? 

Prescott Hill Climb Classics  - 15 May 

Stow on the Wold Motor Show  - 9 July 

Tewkesbury Classic Car Show - 21 August 

Enquire to chairman@glosiam.org.uk

NOTICES

Find our website at:  www.glosiam.org.uk 

Like us on Facebook  Find us on Twitter  Find us on Instagram 

Can you help please? 
Do you have media skills and a couple 
of hours to spare?  We are looking for a 
media editor to assist with the website 
and our Newsletter production. 

Enquire to chairman@glosiam.org.uk

We need more Observers 
When you have passed your test, the very best way of maintaining your new skills is to become 
an Observer.  Initial training takes a weekend and you then gain experience on the job leading 
up to an IMI qualification.  It is fun and very rewarding helping others become better and safer 
drivers. Why not express your interest to Robert Pepper.  coc@glosiam.org.uk

http://www.glosiam.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/GlosIAM
https://twitter.com/GlosIAM
https://www.instagram.com/glosiam/
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